CHAPTER XVI
THE GREAT ARMADAS  COME

SIMPLY must tell you [writes the
lively Hamburg correspondent of the
Fuggers on June 23, 1588 (O.S,)]
that the skipper, Hans Limburger,
has arrived here with his vessel from
Cadiz. He broke through the em-
bargo, and has a cargo of salt, wine,
raisins, cinnamon and a little sugar,
He put out from there on the 20th ult. O.S. and
passed Lisbon on the 24th. In the distance he
saw the Spanish Armada and sailed abreast of
it all day. The next day it was blowing rather
hard and he could not see it. ... The skipper
met an English warship and this brought him. into
Plymouth, to Drake's Armada. He was enter-
tained by Drake for three days and the English
were rejoicing that the Spanish Armada was at
sea. Afterwards Captain Drake gave the skipper
a permit so that he might be allowed to pass, and
quickly formed In order and put to sea in spite
of a contrary wind. If an action is fought, there
will be terrible loss of life. On two consecutive
days here the sun and moon have been quite
bloody. What this signifies the merciful God alone
knows. May he defend the Right!
Postscript. Letters have just come from Cologne
reporting that the Prince of Parma has news that
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